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Iceland 2016
On Wednesday 12th October at 3:15am 34 Rushey Mead students and 4 members of staff set off from Melton Road to Heathrow
Airport on Rushey’s first ever Geography trip to Iceland. The Land of Fire and Ice, as it is often described by the tour companies, is a
perfect destination for a trip for students to experience the complex interactions between volcanoes, glaciers and people. Iceland is
a volcanic island along the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and provided a once in a life time opportunity for year 10 and 11 students to learn
about unique geographical landforms and understand the processes that shape them.
On arrival at Heathrow airport we were greeted by a glorious sunrise, the first of numerous natural wonders that we would see on
our whistle stop 5 day tour. We arrived at Keflavik airport to less impressive Arctic winds and rain showers. Despite our initial regret
of leaving behind a rather pleasant autumnal morning in the UK, we were on our way to our first stop – the Blue Lagoon Geothermal
Spa. The Blue Lagoon, Iceland’s most visited tourist attraction, is a naturally heated thermal spa located in the middle of a lava field
near to Keflavik airport. The combination of 37oC water from a nearby geothermal power plant and silica mud face masks provided
some rest and relaxation before our busy trip around southern Iceland.
Our tour of Iceland’s south shore was led by our humorous and very knowledgeable guide Orn, who frequently shared the formation
of geographical landforms and some local folk tales. We first visited Selajandsfoss, a waterfall which we were able to walk behind.
This was a great opportunity for students to try to understand the formation of a waterfall, definitely a great benefit for those
studying GCSE Geography. Some students were even brave enough to stand underneath the waterfall as it poured onto them – no
longer were we concerned about the rain.
Our next stop along the coast was to the black beaches and hexagonal basalt columns at Reynishverfi. Here we could see across the
energetic Atlantic Ocean to Dyrholaey, a huge rock arch and Iceland’s answer to Durdle Door! Along the way we also stopped at a
visitor centre at the base of Eyjafjallajokull which was the volcano which last erupted in 2010 created an ash cloud that cancelled
more than 90,000 flights worldwide. We heard from a local family who live on the flanks of the volcano and the trade-off between
fertile soils from volcanic ash and the dangers that volcanic eruptions can pose.
By day three, the weather improved and the golden early morning skies were perfectly fitting for our tour of the Golden Circle.
Here we saw Gulfoss, a two tiered waterfall which is argued to be one of the most photographed waterfalls in the world. Next we
visited Strokkur Geyser, which as promised, erupted at regular intervals of 5-7 minutes spouting superheated water tens of metres
into the air for all to see. Finally our tour ended at Thingvellir Rift Valley where we were able to see the North American and
Eurasian tectonic plates. These plates pull apart from each other at an average rate of 2.5cm per year!
Iceland is an incredibly famous location to try to spot the Aurora Borealis (the Northern Lights). October is the start of the active
Aurora season and we went on two late night walks to try and see this spectacular phenomenon. Despite the Aurora forecast stated
as “High” there was too much cloud cover to be able see the elusive Northern Lights. Regardless, students were still stunned by the
views of Iceland by night and overall we had a fantastic time.

Galleries of Justice
On Thursday 27th October, 43 Year 11 History students visited the
Galleries of Justice to support their GCSE History study of Crime and
Punishment Through Time. The students had the opportunity to
immerse themselves in historical crime and punishment by taking part
in a ‘mock trial’ in a disused Victorian courtroom. The students
undertook all the roles with great aplomb, Dhruv Mistry proved to be
a formidable judge and powerful cases for both prosecution and
defence being presented in the atmospheric setting. The institution of
‘Public Execution’ was in the dock and found to be ‘guilty’ of being
abhorrent by our worthy student-jury.
In the afternoon students toured the museum and met a number of
fantastically costumed historical re-enactors from the Georgian
Gaoler who abandoned us in a cell to the intimidating Victorian Prison
Matron who marched us around the exercise yard. For more
examples of what we got up to on the day see our Twitter feed @RusheyMeadHist

Oxford University: St Edmund Hall visit
At the end of last half term 14 of our year 10 students had the
opportunity to visit Oxford University, St Edmund Hall. The day
involved informative presentations regarding Higher Education
including the application process, course requirements and
financial aspects. Students also had a guided tour of Oxford
University and the town centre, and had the opportunity to find
out more about student life at the university. Our year 10 students found the visit very informative and
insightful and learned about the importance of studying the correct subject combinations at A level to
allow for progression onto various BSc and BA degrees as well as being actively involved in supercurricular activities.
‘I really enjoyed the day as it gave me an insight into studying at a top university in England. The learning
style of Oxford University is very unique and I like the idea of tutorials in addition to lectures and lab work.’
Tanisha Chauhan 10BOR

‘TAKE IT FURTHER’ opportunities
At Rushey Mead Academy, there are many opportunities for all students to participate in activities that will challenge and stretch
them, including visits to universities, workshops delivered by higher education institutes, as well as regional and national
competitions. All ‘Take it Further’ opportunities are regularly publicised through the Fronter notices and students are encouraged to
be proactive in applying for such opportunities. This term the following activities are being offered:
Year 10 Gifted and Talented Easter Schools: DeMontfort University
The Year 10 Easter schools we will be running at De Montfort University for this academic year. The Easter school will run from the
10th – 13th April 2017. Year 10 students can apply to one of the following subject areas: Dance, Drama, Art and Design,
Healthcare Science and Law. All activities are free of charge to students and all materials will be provided throughout the week.
Students will have to provide their own lunch but on the final day (13th April), the university will hold a celebration event for
students, staff, friends, families and school staff to celebrate the hard work of the students who have attended.
Students who are interested in applying for this fantastic opportunity should email Ms N Kholia (nkholia@rushey-rmet.org.uk) to get
an application form. The internal deadline to submit application forms is Friday 13 th December 2016.
KS4 Street Law workshops delivered by the University of Leicester
A group of Law students from the University of Leicester will deliver two interactive and very informative
presentations covering a range of legal topics, including Criminal Law and Civil Law. They will also discuss
the various pathways to Law and possible career options. Students will also have the opportunity to ask
further questions regarding pursuing a career in Law during a Q/A session at the end of each workshop.
The 2 workshops dates are Thursday 10 th November and Thursday 17th November. Students who would
like to sign up to either of these workshops should email Ms N Kholia to register their interest.
Year 7 Science Club
The science faculty will be launching a Year 7 science club this term. The aim of this club is to enthuse our
students through a range of fun science experiments outside the curriculum. Students will have the
opportunity to develop their investigative and enquiry skills as well build on their communication and team
work. Further information regarding meetings and the signing up process will be relayed through the
Fronter notices.

Use of balls on the yard areas
As we get closer to Christmas, the likelihood that we will need to close the fields due to adverse conditions will increase. When the
fields are closed full sized footballs are not permitted on the hard court areas – they are simply too dangerous with the number of
people crowded onto the hard court areas. Therefore, only tennis balls will be permitted on the main hardcourt areas.
Any footballs being used on hardcourt areas, including size one footballs, will be confiscated.

GCSE grades are changing
GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be graded with a new scale from 9
to 1, with 9 being the highest grade. English literature, English language and maths
will be the first subjects to be graded in this way from August 2017. The subjects
with the highest numbers of candidates (e.g. arts, humanities, languages) will follow
in 2018 and most others in 2019. This is happening as GCSEs are being reformed to
make them more challenging, to keep pace with employers’ and universities’
demands.
In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced, students who would have got a
grade C or better will get a grade 4 or better. Students who would have got a
Grade A or better will get a 7 or better in the first year. Grade 9 will be more
difficult to achieve than a grade A*. The extra top grade will also make it easier for
employers and universities to distinguish between the most able students
To see how the numbered grades compare to the current A* to G system, click
here or Google "ofqual 9 to 1 postcard". More information about when subjects will
switch to the new grades is available on the Ofqual website here.

Dropping off arrangements
Parents are reminded that the Owl and Pussycat car park should not be used for dropping and collecting students. The publican
has asked for the school’s support with this and would like to remind parents that the car park is for patrons use only.

School Gateway app - download now!
Thank you to all parents who have downloaded the School Gateway app.
By downloading the app you will be able to:
 pay for trips, lunch money and resources.
 access your child’s timetable, rewards, consequences received for late homework/behaviour, information about achievements,
assessments and their attendance log.
 Reply back to messages for FREE.
If you receive an alert about your child’s behaviour or a detention they have received, please take a few minutes to sit down with
your child to discuss the matter. The system does not allow us to notify parents of the reason behind any consequences/
detentions. It is designed to act as an alert for parents/carers.
If you have not already signed up the School Gateway app please do so. You can download the ‘School Gateway’ app from
your app store (Android and iPhone). Alternatively, you can register via the following website - https://login.schoolgateway.com.
As with many other schools, it is our intention to phase out cash payments all together this year.
Did you know that your child could qualify for Free School Meals? To see if your child is eligible please complete the Pupil
Premium questionnaire via School Gateway once you have downloaded the app or registered on the website.
If your child is eligible, it means they can enjoy delicious, healthy meals without the cost and fuss of making packed lunches. Many
students at Rushey Mead Academy are already enjoying Free School Meals, and your child may be entitled to have them too.

Forthcoming events
Year 7 Parents Evening - Wednesday 16th November, 4.30pm - 7.30pm
Year 11 Parents Evening - Thursday 8th December, 4.30pm - 7.30pm (details to follow shortly)

