Friday 18th November 2016

RUSHEY
MEAD
ACADEMY
Newsletter

ISSUE NUMBER 6

Philharmonia Orchestra Collaborate with Rushey Mead Academy
On the 7th and 8th November, our Music Scholarship students had the unique and very special opportunity to meet members of the
Philharmonia Orchestra, and undergo a 2 day masterclass delivered by them. The masterclass took place at DeMontfort University
and consisted of students taking part in whole class and group work, led entirely by members of the orchestra. Throughout the
sessions, students developed their musicianship on their individual instruments, improvisational skills, aural skills and ensemble skills, all
delivered whilst learning two pieces of music arranged by the Philharmonia Orchestra specifically for the group. This work then
formed the basis of 2 performance pieces.
The second day saw the students continue workshops in the morning at DeMontfort University, but return to school for a final
rehearsal before an invited audience arrived for a 3pm show. Students worked exceptionally hard throughout the two days, showing
absolute focus, dedication and stamina, and put on an outstanding and inspiring performance. They should all be very proud of
themselves for what they have achieved and how hard they worked.
We would like to thank everyone who have supported our Rushey Mead Music Scholarship initiative, including Leicestershire Music
Education Hub and DeMontfort University for hosting our two day masterclass. We would also like to extend our deepest gratitude
to the members of the Philharmonia Orchestra, who took time out of their busy schedules, to provide such a valuable and inspiring
opportunity for both our students and our staff. The Leicester Mercury featured the success of the scholarship students in a rticle on
Thursday 10th November.

Pick up and drop off arrangements
A polite notice to parents/carers about using the staff car park entrance, off Rushey Close to turn cars around in. Please note that
this is highly dangerous as staff are entering and exiting the site while cars are attempting to turn their cars around. Parents/carers
should refrain from turning cars around in the entrance to the staff car park. Thank you for your support.

Arts Award students’ experiences
On Wednesday 12th October, students in the Year 9 Arts Award class had an opportunity to spend the day in London. When the
students arrived, they went to the Cambridge Theatre to meet a member of the Royal Shakespeare Company who provided them
with a dedicated workshop exploring Matilda the Musical, the show they are working towards as part of their award. After this,
students had the opportunity to explore Covent Garden, where they got to experience some of Londons great street performers,
including a string quintet that provided an energetic and expert selection of pieces. To finish this day, students returned to the
Cambridge Theatre to see the award winning show Matilda the Musical. As part of the award, students then went on to create their
own reviews of the show which forms a part of their award. On Monday 24 th October, the students took part in a Skype Video
call with Dennis Kelly, British Theatre, TV and Film writer, who was involved with Matilda the Musical. Students had the chance to
ask him questions about the show, about his career and education and about what it was like working with people across his
industry. All these experiences form key parts of the Arts Award, but has also given students access to rare and memorable
activities that they can learn from.

Careers News There have been lots of activities happening recently:
 Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth 1 College A level talk on Wednesday 9 th November– 52 students attended an informative talk
about the leap from GCSEs to A levels. We are very grateful to Sue Ashwin – Vice Principal at WQE for taking time out of her
busy schedule to come and inform our year 11 students.
 25 year 9 students attended a Retail Workshop during periods 4 and 5 on Thursday 10 th November where they were able to
speak to and work with people employed in a number of different roles in retail. The aim of this session was to show the
students how varied roles in retail can be and to give them an idea of what the employer is looking for and how to give a
good first impression.
 Armed Forces Drop In Session – Tuesday 15th November. The RAF, Navy and Army came in to Rushey Mead and did a drop in
session with students at lunchtime.
Careers Speed Networking Event at Leicester Racecourse - Friday 4th November
30 Year 10 students visited Leicester Race Course Conference Centre for
a speed networking event. 450 students and 150 employers from all over
Leicester and Leicestershire took part in the event that gave the students
the opportunity to talk to a wide range of employers about what they do
and how they got to where they are now in their career. Research shows
that the more contact and interactions that a young person has with
employers the more successful they are likely to be when finding a job.
There was also a presentation from the 2015 Apprentice candidate Mergim Butaja who told his story, how he came to the UK from war-torn
Kosovo and has now made a success of his life as an entrepreneur. The
event helped to build confidence for our students and got them used to
talking to employers from a wide variety of backgrounds. Students were
very positive about the event stating that they found it very informative
and that it gave them a great insight into working life.
This is the first event of its type locally and hopefully the start of an
annual event.
‘Be the Change’ at Leicester Tigers Wednesday 5th November

14 Year 10 students attended this event. There were around 150 students from different schools across the region as well as
mentors from Hastings Direct. LoveLocalJobs.com together with social enterprise, Humanutopia and funded by Hastings Direct
produced the first in a programme of 5 events. This event was unconventional, inspirational and at times emotional. It focused on
getting the students to think positively about themselves and their futures. The key areas of focus for the programme are Hope,
Confidence, Happiness, Relationships & Employability. The aim is to encourage students to make a new start and improve their
future prospects.
Year 11 students should now be well on the way to completing their
UCAS progress applications. If they have any concerns they need to come
to see the Careers team during break, lunchtime or after school or email
us at Careers@rushey-rmet.org.uk.

So You Think You Can Dance Winners 2016
On Friday 7th November the Dance Department held its intra school So
You Think You Can Dance competition. The students had the opportunity to
choreograph their own group dance or solo based upon a stimulus
provided by the Leicestershire Schools Sport Partnership. This year all of
the dances had to be inspired by famous people who had passed away
during 2016, David Bowie, Mohammed Ali, Terry Wogan, Prince, Victoria
Wood and Gene Wilder to name just a few. The dances were a tribute to the celebrities and the standard of choreography was
exceptional. Congratulations to the solo category winner Mary Francis Ezeh 8BER and the group category winners Kalaia Hill
7CHM and Shaniya Rayarel 7BEM who will represent Rushey Mead Academy against other schools and academies from Leicester
in the city wide competition at Hamilton Community College, on Wednesday 30 th November at 6pm. Well done and Good Luck.

Forthcoming events

Year 11 Parents Evening - Thursday 8th December, 4.30pm - 7.30pm
Christmas holidays
Monday 19th December to Tuesday 3rd January 2017

