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Rushey Mead School in Bhuj, India
Rushey Mead Foundation is a charity close to the hearts of staff and students at Rushey Mead Academy. Through various
fundraising activities it helped towards building Rushey Mead School in Bhuj following an earthquake that took place in 2001.
Money raised has helped to educate local children who may not have had the opportunity to attend a school if it was not for the
charity. The charity is still going strong and work is continuing to ensure that children in the local area continue to be educated so
that they can better themselves and escape the harsh realities of poverty.
Rushey Mead Foundation has set up a new Twitter feed which you can also follow for the latest news and pictures @rusheymeadfound
We often have charity events in school and continue to raise money on a regular basis. One off donations or a monthly donation of
£5 per month helps to sustain the work being done and can be made at the following website: www.rusheymeadfoundation.com/

Congratulations
Well done to Kayden Patel in 8BOM who successfully auditioned on 18th June for the junior chorus in Beauty and the Beast. Of 200
children that auditioned, Kayden made it into the final 16. Kayden also took part in A Midsummer Night's Dream over the summer
holidays where he performed the part of 'boy' for the whole 17 performances. He even shook hands and had a conversation with
the Head of Leicester County Council on press night who commented on his professionalism, stage presence and charisma.
On the 9th and 10th of September, Kayden competed in dance competitions and came first in his section for Acrobatics and Lyrical.
He has now qualified for champion competitions in November. On the 5th October he is taking the lead role as Oliver in his dance
school's annual performing arts production. On the 15th and 16th October, Kayden is also taking part in Oklahoma as a part of the
Curve Young Company. Over the next two months, Kayden is also participating in several dance competitions and finally in
December, Kayden will begin rehearsals for Beauty and the Beast which runs from 16th December to January at De Montfort Hall.
Congratulations to Kayden on his fantastic achievements.

Hamilton Academy joins Rushey Mead Educational Trust
We are pleased to announce that Hamilton Academy, previously Hamilton College, officially joined
Rushey Mead Educational Trust (RMET) on 1st September 2017.
RMET was approved to sponsor Hamilton College to become an academy in February 2017. Following this decision, RMET
immediately started a programme of support and development for Hamilton College which has been formalised now that Hamilton
has joined RMET. This programme, which includes a new curriculum with a three year KS4 and a restructured school day, dedicating
more of the school day to teaching and learning, will raise standards and provide quality education for all students.
Carolyn Robson CBE, Chief Executive Officer of RMET, said: “I am delighted to welcome Hamilton Academy
into our Trust. We look forward to working with Hamilton Academy to make sure that every young person
receives the best education possible.”

HOMEWORK @ RUSHEY MEAD ACADEMY
At Rushey Mead we pride ourselves on our relentless pursuit of academic excellence and achievement for all. Each year we focus
on further developing specific aspects of our work, to ensure that we are providing a truly outstanding education for your child.
One of our focuses for this academic year is homework.
Benefits of homework
Our experience of working with many thousands of students over the years shows that:
 a student who has developed positive homework habits
 a student who approaches homework with the aim of doing it well
 a student who really learns something by completing the task set will typically achieve 2-3 GCSE grades higher
On the other hand,
 a student who does the bare minimum to avoid consequences
 a student who does homework in a rushed way, often at the last minute to meet a deadline - or indeed, sometimes even
completing it after the deadline will typically achieve 2-3 GCSE grades lower
It's not just our experience that points to the importance of work done at home. Research completed by the Department for
Education and Oxford University, where 3,000 students were followed for 15 years, to assess the impact of homework on
achievement, found that any work at home had positive benefits for achievement, but that the most significant benefit in KS4 was
achieved by 2-3 hours per night, or 10-15 hours over a week.
Although homework is a very big factor in student achievement, not all homework has equal impact. Over the last year we have
been studying educational research in depth, and have evaluated all tasks set across all subjects in the school, so that we can be
sure that all homework is the absolute best to aid progress in that subject, and the best tasks suited to being completed at home.
Following on from this review, our aims this academic year are: to help students to understand why we set homework and the importance of doing homework WELL
 to keep you better informed regarding the quality of your child's homework and the impact it is having on their achievement
 to offer tips on how to support positive homework habits that will help your child to achieve

Show My Homework
We know that keeping up-to-date with the goings on in your child’s school life is difficult. Pinning down a teacher with their busy
schedule isn’t an easy task, nor is getting an answer out of your child as to when homework has been set, what events are coming
up and their exam timetable. To help you combat this, Rushey Mead Academy has invested in Show My Homework, an online
system that aims to improve this situation, so you can enjoy a seamless line of communication between home and school, and spend
your evening having meaningful conversations rather than battling over deadlines!
With Show My Homework you can enjoy access to all your child’s homework tasks 24/7 and receive notifications regarding school
events and announcements. You can even sync your child’s homework calendar with iCal so all deadlines are imported into your
personal calendar.
All students will have their own PIN number so that they can log on to Show My Homework.
All parents can see an overview of all homework set on the Show My Homework website, without a password or pin number,
simply search by your child’s year or teachers https://rusheymead.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
If you do not have a PIN yet, which allows you to view specific homework that has been set for your child please contact the school
and ask to speak with David Stevens, Parent Liaison Officer, who will be able to send you details of your PIN number.
DStevens@rushey-rmet.org.uk
There will be some further advice and guidance on how to support your child with their homework in future newsletters.

Highcross Art work
Two students in Year 11, Anushka and Ritika, have come up with the ideas for what should go on the hoardings at High cross while the
centre is being re-developed. The designs are now being completed by artists.
Well done to them both for getting their work recognised. See images of the fantastic work below.

Attitude to Learning
The below students have the best average Attitude to
Learning (A2L) in the whole of Year 11 in our recent
tracking – this means they are consistently going above
and beyond the expectations of their teachers across
all of their GCSE subjects.
They are a credit to the school and to their families!

Surname Forename

Tutor Group

Darsh Patel
Sophiya Sian
Prashant Jivan
Punit Jivan
Bijal Manoj Daialal
Maryam Mohamed Ameen
Shyam Patel
Salmah Shiham Abdulwahid
Urvi Raval
Daksha Dhanji
Heli Pritesh

11RUR
11MER
11RUM
11MER
11CHR
11HAR
11MER
11CHM
11MER
11BOR
11RUR

Be bright, be seen
If you’re a motorist then you’ll know how difficult it can sometimes be to see pedestrians wearing dark clothes at night or when
visibility is poor. It is important that as a parent/carer you help your child to be easily seen near traffic. Please see below advice
taken from the direct gov website about ways in which you as a parent/carer can help your child to be seen during the dark
mornings and evenings. How can my child be seen more easily?
- Special high-visibility tabards and other clothing can be bought from many retailers
- Fluorescent armbands can also be worn over coats and other clothing
- Bags are also available in bright colours or with high-visibility strips
For older children who may consider fluorescent and reflective armbands and clothing ‘uncool’, stickers can be bought from many
retailers which can be put on bags or coats. Students should also wear appropriate clothing during the cold weather. Also, please
take a few minutes to talk to your child about the importance of “stranger danger”. Below are key points that we have already
reminded students of recently;
- Don't talk to strangers
- Don't walk with strangers
- If ever approached by a stranger, tell a parent or an adult
- Don't accept gifts from strangers
- Don't get into a car with strangers
- Don't talk to strangers when they ask for directions
- If ever approached by a stranger and you are still near school, return to your school and immediately tell a staff member

Forthcoming events
Year 11 Careers Evening - Tuesday 10th October, 6.00pm to 8.00pm
Year 10 Information Evening - Wednesday 25th October, 6.00pm - 7.00pm
HALF TERM BREAK
Monday 16th October - Friday 20th October 2017

