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Student Council
Students from across school have been involved in the first
Rushey Mead election this term. This was to elect a new
Student Council, who will be working to communicate ideas
form the student body to the schools Leadership Team and
others. Form representatives were first elected within each
form in school. They were then encouraged to stand for
election and produce posters and manifestos for students to
read. Every student within school voted finally and the new
Student Council was elected.
Form representatives will be carrying out a Teaching and Learning survey later this term. The Student Council will analyse and
produce a report from the information gathered. Well done to the following students - Drasti 7CHS, Rani 7MER, Jinesh 7BOM,
Shivani 8RUM, Amaani 8CHM, Nimesh 8BOR, Isha 9BEM, Diya 9BOM, Sunika 9CHM, Chagary 10BEM, Om 10MEM, Nishil 10CHR ,
Jal 11BOM, Nikhil 11BEM, Krishana 11HAR

So You Think You Can Dance 2017
On Wednesday 29th November, Rushey Mead
students attended the So You Think You Can Dance
competition at Moat Community College. The students
competed in the solo and group category finishing
first in the solo and second in the groups. We are
extremely proud of the students who represented
Rushey Mead Academy. They have worked very
hard to produce excellent pieces of choreography.
Kayden 8BOM, presented a stunning piece of
choreography which enabled him to win first position
for the solo category.
Our group dancers, Amisha 10BOM, Punam 10MEM, Radhika 10RUM, Dharika 10MEM, Pratiksha 10BEM, Anju 10CHM, Sanaa
10BER, Manshi 10BOM, came in second place for the group category, performing to a very high standard. Congratulations to all of
the students on this great achievement.

Message from Uniform Direct
Please see below the Uniform Direct opening times over the Christmas period for the Leicester Store – 54-56 Humberstone Gate,
Leicester LE1 3PJ. Head Office will be closed from Wednesday 13th December and will re-open on Tuesday 2nd January, however
emails are monitored during this period. We would like to take this opportunity to wish staff, students and parents a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Closed on Tuesday 12th December
Open Wednesday 13th December, Thursday 14th December & Friday 15th December
Closed from: Saturday 16th December until Monday 1st January
Open on Tuesday 2nd January

Girls in computing event
Last week the Computing faculty hosted a Girls in Computing event. The event was held to encourage more girls to
take Computer Science at GCSE, as each year, not only in our school but nationwide, males dominate the course. This also applies at
college, university and in the industry.
Over forty girls attended and showed an interested in taking the GCSE. In the session, a range of activities took place to break the
stereotypes, that ‘boys are better than girls’ and it is a ‘boy subject’, and to show the girls that women as are important as men in the
industry and without them, we would not have made some of the advancements we have, such as travelling to the moon.
We had a number of female role models present at the event: Rita, Niyati and Devanshi Vyas (previous students), Aneri Sukhadia
(another previous student who sent her advice and thoughts about Computer Science via email as she could not be physically present
for the event), Fatima (our Computing volunteer, who has applied for the SCITT next year) and of course Ms Whetton.
The feedback and feelings that we had from the girls were overwhelming. One girls said that the event has influenced her to do
computing science more than she wanted to before. Another said she was confident and ready to fight for gender equality in
Computer Science. Another said she was proud to be a woman as woman started computing.

Careers news
WQE Lunchtime Drop in Session – Wednesday 6th December
Helen Devine, Admissions & Liaison Officer at WQE College, hosted a lunchtime drop
in session at Rushey Mead in the Careers Library for students from Years 10 and 11
who were eager to find out more about college life and courses at WQE.
Accompanying Helen were 2 ex Rushey students who are now studying at the college
who were able to give an honest insight into what it is like to study at WQE and give
information about extra-curricular activities.
College Applications
All Year 11 students should have completed and submitted their college applications by now, ready for the school to check and
submit them in January. If any student is still struggling with their college/course choices, please come and see a member of the
Careers team as soon as possible. We are here to help, advise and guide students towards their next exciting step after Rushey
Mead.
National Citizen Service (NCS) Awards Evening Wednesday 6th
December
Mrs Conneally attended the NCS awards evening on Wednesday 6th
December. The awards were for the whole of the East Midlands region and
Mrs Conneally was presented with a gold award for Rushey Mead’s
commitment to and promotion of the NCS programme. She also accepted
the ‘Champion’s Champion’ prize for outstanding commitment to NCS with
54% of last year’s year 11 taking part. We currently have 120 Year 11
students signed up to the programme for the summer of 2018.
What is NCS?
NCS is a 4-week community programme which takes place during the
summer holidays. Students are helped to improve their confidence, communication and leadership skills which all add to their future
employability. The programme ends with a community project or charity fundraiser organised by the students themselves based on
their own original ideas. All NCS graduates receive a certificate signed by the prime minister and UCAS recommend that students
include their involvement in NCS in their personal statement. For more information on NCS please look at the website http://
www.ncsyes.co.uk/summer.
NCS will be coming in to Rushey Mead to deliver an
assembly to the Year 11 students on Wednesday 10th
January, followed by a lunchtime drop in session in the
Careers Library on Wednesday 17th January.

Apprenticeships
There are now higher and degree apprenticeships available which are a viable alternative to studying at
university. The Higher apprenticeship is equivalent to a Foundation degree and above and the Degree
Apprenticeship is equivalent to a Batchelor’s or master’s degree. Companies that offer apprenticeships include BAE
Systems, Barclays, Cabinet Office, HMRC, Price Waterhouse and many others. For further information please click
on the link to access the apprenticeship hub website:
http://theapprenticeshiphub.co.uk/the-complete-guide-to-higher-and-degree-apprenticeships/
Guide to Careers in Engineering
Engineering is a wide and booming sector across the UK. Please click on the link below for a handy parent’s guide to careers in the
engineering sector. http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/careers-resources-activities/parents-guide-to-engineering-careers/

KS3 “selfie” challenge
The challenge for KS3 students to visit New walk museum and have a 'selfie'
taken with the dystopic 'Man on a Plain' by Erich Heckel continues by popular
demand!!! Please visit the German Expressionist Gallery at New walk Museum
and keep the 'selfies' coming in by 9th January. Enjoy!! www.leicester.gov.uk/
leisure-and-culture/museums-and-galleries/museums-and-historic-venues/newwalk-museum-and-art-gallery/

Making A Positive Difference
Well done to Dalvir 10RUM, Muhammad 10RUM, and Neel in 10BEM for helping an elderly man
on the way home near Lockerbie Avenue. The man was finding it difficult to walk on the icy
pavements. A driver stopped to help take him home. Our Year 10 boys helped the man to her
car. The passer-by was so impressed with their kindness, she took their names and phoned the
school to let us know. A very cheering tale of Making a Positive Difference.

Government funding
Government funding has now become available for any child who has been previously Looked After, even for one day or has a
Special Guardianship or Kindship order; this may mean that the school may be entitled to addition funding. Our website will be
updated with further information in due course.

Rushey Mead Presents its first ever Orchestra recital
On December 6th, Rushey Mead Academy presented an evening recital with its first ever
orchestra. Comprising of students from 9HAM along with accomplished musicians from year 8
and 10, the orchestra took the audience on a journey of styles from traditional to western
classical, musical and popular music tunes.
Students have been working very hard, practising daily in the mornings, during some lunchtimes
and afterschool, as well as attending weekly orchestra rehearsals and a morning ensemble
practice. All this whilst balancing their individual practice for graded music exams and balancing
wider school work. All the hard work paid off when they performed with confidence and pride,
impressing parents, staff and visiting representatives from the Philharmonia Orchestra.
All the students involved should be very proud of themselves. They have shown how dedication,
commitment and discipline lead to excellent results, and shown how if challenged, they will strive to succeed.
The staff in Creative Arts are very proud of all of the students who performed and look forward to their next concert.

End of term arrangements
On the last day of term, Wednesday 20th December, school will close early for the Christmas holiday. There will be four shortened
lessons which will finish at 12.30pm after which students should make their way home. We look forward to welcoming students back
in the new year. School will re-open to students on Tuesday 9th January 2018.

Forthcoming events
School reopens to students on Tuesday 9th January 2018
Year 11 exams information evening - Thursday 2nd February 2018
Year 9 KS4 courses evening - Tuesday 6th February 2018
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