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Together We Make
A Positive Difference
Trip to Wales
On Monday 30th September 45 year 9 students left RMA by bus to head for the Snowdonia National Park in North Wales. There
was a great deal of excitement as students discussed the challenging outdoor activities they would be taking part in. For some, the
main challenge would be a week without a mobile phone!
Through the week the students knew that they would be working towards a John Muir Award. This focused on Exploration, Discovery,
Conservation and Sharing. There was certainly a lot of exploration and discovery of wild places. Students canoed across Lake Lynn
Gwynant and some even jumped off the top of Elephant Rock into the lake. They bravely abseiled down Eagle Rock, investigated
the wilderness of the beach at Borth Y Gest, clambered up waterfalls at Afon Goch and climbed the spectacular mountains of Yr
Aran, Cnight or Y Garn.
The students and staff were all very proud of each other for facing many fears and stepping out of their comfort zones. The
conservation element saw students rebuilding outdoor education spaces, removing rhododendrons (an invasive Canadian species)
and adding protective fencing. The students shared their experiences in end-of-day meetings and kept a diary to always remind
themselves of their activities. Each student qualified for the John Muir Award and will be receiving their certificate in an assembly
soon. Well done to all!
Harvest
It’s that time of the year again when our students show their creativity and
generosity by designing and donating for harvest boxes. We have had an
amazing array of designs for the boxes and also an outstanding amount of food
donated. Thank you to all of the students, parents, and staff for your
contributions that will be donated to Open Hands Leicester. #Rushey1BeKind
Collaboration with Curve Theatre
Year 10 GCSE Drama students were involved in a collaborative project with the
Curve Theatre last half term. They worked with a youth director from Curve
Young Company exploring acting techniques in two workshops before seeing the
play My Beautiful Launderette at Curve. The play was of a high quality and explored challenging themes which meant that students
were able to have excellent discussions about how meaning had been conveyed effectively. Students will now work on a written
task preparing them for section B part of their GCSE written exam. They met the actors after the performance and asked them
questions, giving them an opportunity to explore career paths within theatre, as well as an understanding of how a professional
actor would prepare for a role. They have now begun a mock assessment this term where they are expected to perform extracts
from a play, they will be performing scenes from the play they have seen and this experience should put them in a good position to
do this well, having been inspired by the professional actors.
Theatre Centre
Last term, we were once again visited by Theatre Centre, a professional touring ‘Theatre in Education’ group producing thought
provoking and original drama. This years’ performance was ‘Borders’ exploring the effects of Borders separating communities.
Students in Year 9 and GCSE Drama were given the opportunity to see the piece, which gave the students an entertaining but
thought provoking look at the issues, also demonstrating Brechtian techniques that would support GCSE Drama students in their
studies. After the performances, GCSE Drama year 11 students were then given a workshop with some of the cast, a high quality
experience that will support their work in the upcoming practical exams forming part of their final GCSE grade.
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Careers News
Post-16 Information Evening – Tuesday 8th October
We had a great turnout of students and parents at our Post-16 Information Evening where we had
a number of visitors from universities, colleges, and training providers. Students were able to speak
to visitors on each of the stands and take away useful information to help them decide on their next
steps after Rushey Mead.
If you have not done so already, could you please complete the following survey to give feedback
about the evening: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LNRPRYL
Post-16 Online College Application – PS16
This is now live for students to access and all students have been given their login details. They will
be able to research college courses and open day events and work on their personal statements
ready for their applications to be submitted in December.
Leicester College drop in session – Friday 11th October
A number of students came to the Careers Library on 11 th October to speak to staff from Leicester
College (Victoria Pratt, Jack Campbell and Ranvir Singh). Students were given the opportunity to
speak to staff about college courses and apprenticeship opportunities available at Leicester
College. We have prospectuses available in the Careers Library for students to take away.
College Open Days – reminder to attend
Don’t forget that college open days are now taking place. A link to these can be found on the
Rushey Mead website - Careers Guidance page, lists are also displayed in the Careers library, on
Show my Homework and each Year 11 form tutor has been given a list of dates. It is important that
your son/daughter attends these open days to see what courses are available and what entry
requirements each college has as these are different for each one.
Apprenticeship Evening – Tuesday 22nd October
We had a good turnout from both parents and students to our Apprenticeship Evening on 22nd
October, we had visitors from LEBC (Leicestershire Education Business Company), Leicester College,
ASK, LLEP (Leicester & Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership) and Crown Packaging who all
presented on what services they are able to offer for apprenticeships and the amazing
opportunities available to students. Grace Rudkin from LEBC is currently doing an apprenticeship
with LEBC so it was very interesting to listen to her from an apprentice’s point of view.

Hollie Sturgess - ASK Apprenticeships

Kevin Cox - Crown Packaging

Grace Rudkin - LEBC

Forthcoming events
PL Monday - Monday 11th November, school closes to students at 2.00pm
Year 10 Information Evening - Tuesday 12th November, 6.00pm - 7.00pm
Music Winter Recital - Wednesday 4th December, 7.00pm - 8.30pm
Year 11 Parents Evening - Thursday 5th December, 4.30pm - 7.30pm (further information to be sent out shortly)

