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Together We Make
A Positive Difference
Duke of Edinburgh Expedition
On the final weekend of half term, 40 students from years 10 and 11 completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh training and final
expedition. Following a morning of training in camp craft, the teams were joined by their trainers/ assessors as they navigated
their routes around Water Mead park and the surrounding area.
They set off early on Saturday morning from Quorn railway
station, spending the following two days navigating and
walking across rural Leicestershire in a circular route to
John Lee’s scout camp and back. Throughout this time, they
demonstrated their camp craft skills by preparing their
evening meals and putting up tents. They faced challenging
(wet and windy!) conditions but persevered and remained
positive throughout. They were an absolute credit to
Rushey Mead and impressed their assessors with their
team work, motivation and exceptional behaviour.
This cohort have done incredibly well in working towards
completing their bronze awards during a very challenging
time (with some completing all their sections from home
during lockdown!)
They have shown remarkable resilience over the last year and thoroughly deserve their awards. Those who were unable to join
the expedition will receive a certificate of achievement from Duke of Edinburgh once they complete their 3 sections, in
recognition of their fantastic achievement.
Keeping safe
If you’re a motorist then you’ll know how difficult it can sometimes be to see pedestrians wearing dark clothes at night or when
visibility is poor. It is important that as a parent/carer you help your child to be easily seen near traffic. Please see below advice
on ways in which you as a parent/carer can help your child to be seen during the dark mornings and evenings.
How can my child be seen more easily?
 Special high-visibility tabards and other clothing can be purchased from many retailers
 Fluorescent armbands can also be worn over coats and other clothing
 Bags are also available in bright colours or with high-visibility strips
For older children who may consider fluorescent and reflective armbands and clothing ‘uncool’, stickers can be bought from
many retailers which can be put on bags or coats. Students should also wear appropriate clothing during the cold weather.
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Reading prizes
The library team ran a prize draw for students who ordered books from the Click & Collect Library during the first weeks of
term. Remember that all the books we have in the library can be searched using the Library website via Pupil Portal. Students
can also find the Click & Collect Library Order Form there.
Here are a few of the winners collecting their prize books from the Library. Well done!

KS3 Harvest Collection, 2020
A huge thank you to all families who supported us this year with harvest
donations, for Open Hands. Open Hands were overwhelmed with the
amount of food collected by our generous families.
They have been in touch and said the following:
“WOW, wow, wow!!!
We were all amazed at the amount of donations we collected from your
school. It restores faith in human kind when you see just how generous your
families were in supporting our city’s most vulnerable people”.
Careers news
Unlock your Post 16 Choices Week -12th to 16th October
Our post 16 choices week was a great success, we started the week by introducing Year 11
students to PS16, the college application website where students were given their usernames and
passwords to start completing their college application. Students were then able to access
information on colleges, universities, apprenticeships and training providers on the other days
during that week, including a live webinar with Ask Apprenticeships where students were given the
opportunity to ask any questions they had about apprenticeships.
We have received very positive feedback from students and the information is still available for students to look at on the
Careers Guidance page of the Rushey Mead website. At the end of the week we sent students a feedback survey to see what
they had been looking at during the week, every student that completed this received Rushey Reward points.

College Applications
Students have now received their login details for the PS16 application website, they have been provided with step by step
instructions on how to complete these, details are also on the Careers Guidance page of the Rushey Mead website, if students
would like to make an appointment with Careers to discuss their college course choices or have any queries, please email:
careers@rushey-tmet.uk We also have details of college open days on our website, most are virtual events this year and
students will need to register for these in advance.
Students can login to their account by clicking on: https://ps16.co.uk/login Students must remember to make a note of their
username and password. Students can access guides to completing their college applications by clicking on: https://
www.rushey-tmet.uk/year-11-college-applications/

Black History Month
Black History Month is a time to shine a light on our shared British history and tell the
whole story honestly and truthfully, to decolonise and reclaim history, and tell stories
from the perspective of all people – not just the rich white men in power.
Here at Rushey Mead, we are working towards a fully inclusive curriculum that
celebrates and recognises Black History.
We have celebrated Black History Month in many ways from learning about famous
Black athletes in P.E and their impact on the sporting world to studying Black Tudors. We have held an assembly on the
importance of Anti-Racism, showcased contemporary Black achievement and celebrated Black culture.
Equality is something we will continue to strive for and Black History Month 2020 gave us the opportunity for people to come
together and hopefully learn lessons for the present and the future.
It’s a time to honour the commitment to learning and standing united against racism.

Mock Interviews
Year 11 students will all be having a short virtual mock interview with an employer in November or December, this is organised
by Leicestershire Cares and is a great opportunity for students to prepare them for their college interviews next term. Students
will be informed by their form tutor of the date and time of their interview.
Mock interview tips can be found on the website: https://www.rushey-tmet.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Student-sheetRemote-Interview-Technique-Questions.pdf
Behaviour@RMA
We are proud of how students have adapted to all of the changes this year.
The majority of students are well behaved, respectful, kind, and follow Rushey expectation. We have, however, noticed a slight
increase in damage/graffiti across the school. This is extremely disappointing, especially given the circumstances we are in,
when budgets are tight and funding needs to be spent trying to keep the school safe.
Premises staff work tirelessly to ensure that the site is safe for us all. Graffiti in school takes the cleaners away from their
essential duties and adds to their workload unnecessarily. We have a large number of cameras on site and where students
have been identified causing damage, they will receive a consequence accordingly. In addition, any costs associated with fixing
the damage will be passed on to the parents/carers as detailed in our behaviour policy.
“A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of Academy property (including but not limited to premises,
furniture, equipment, books or materials), the charge to be the cost of replacement or repair, or such lower cost as the Prin cipal
may decide. A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of another students’ property (including but not
limited to uniform, equipment, books or materials), the charge to be the cost of replacement or repair, or such lower cost as the
Principal may decide”.
Please speak to your child about the importance of their behaviour, at this particularly challenging time, and the knock-on
effect this has on the school community. We need to remember our number one value of Rushey 1 Be Kind.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Safety @RMA

Please remind your child that they must wear a mask when
moving around the school site. They should not take their mask
off until they are sat at a desk, in their lesson. Students will
receive a consequence for non-defiance. Students should also
sanitise their hands when they enter, and exit, a classroom.
These precautions will help to keep our school community safe.
Prayer facilities
We are delighted to inform you that a prayer space will be made available at lunchtimes. However, due to limited staffing this
will only be available for year 7, 9, 10 and 11 students in the first instance. In line with our risk assessment, these spaces will
each be designated to one year group in order to keep the year group bubbles separate.
Students will only be able to access the prayer room with a pass, so if you wish your child to pray at lunchtimes, please register
your interest using the link - saved here.
By registering your child and a pass being issued, your child agrees to abide by the rules below:
 Students have to bring their own prayer mat
 Students cannot make ablution in school, so they must come prepared from home.
 Access to the prayer room will only be during the times stated for each year bubble. Therefore, students have to be
organised and bear responsibility for getting to the room in time before it is closed.
As always, we expect students to treat this facility with respect and act appropriately.
Any reports of misbehaviour of any kind will result in this privilege being removed for that student.
Forthcoming events
PL Monday - Monday 23rd November 2020
Year 11 parents evening (virtual) - Thursday 3rd December 2020

