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KS3 History Curriculum Progression Expectations 

 

Second order concepts Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Causation 

• Why did people migrate to Britain? 
• Why was there a contest for the throne 

in 1066? 
• Why did the peasants revolt? 

• Why did the Reformation spread to 
England? 

• What caused the English Civil War? 
• How did the British take control of India? 
• Why was the transatlantic slave trade 

abolished? 
 

• Why did war break out in 1914? 
• Why did men enlist in 1914? 
• Why was there opposition to the Treaty of 

Versailles? 
• Why did women win the vote? 
• How and why did the Holocaust happen? 

Interpretations 

• Did the artist do his homework before 
drawing his reconstruction of the Battle 
of Hastings? 

• Did Sutton Hoo explode the myth of 
the Dark Ages? 
 
 

• How diverse was Tudor England? 
• How have views of the British Empire 

changed over time? 

• Were the Suffragettes terrorists or freedom 
fighters? 

• How important was the role of civilians in 
the evacuation of Dunkirk? 

• Was the bombing of Hiroshima justified? 
 

Significance 

• How did religion influence peoples’ 
lives in the Middle Ages? 

• Who was the most significant medieval 
monarch? 
 

• What was the impact of the Civil War on 
Leicester? 

• What was the legacy of slavery in West 
Africa? 

• What was the legacy of slavery in Britain? 

• What made the First World War a world 
war? 

• How did political ideologies shape Europe 
after WWI? 

• What was the most important turning point 
of WWII? 

• What was the impact of the end of the 
British Empire on India? 
 

Change and continuity 

• How much did the Norman conquest 
change England?  

• How did the Black Death change English 
society? 

• How did the Reformation change England? 
• How much did life change for the people of 

England as a result of the Civil War? 
• How far did the Industrial Revolution 

transform British society? 

• How had the position of women changed by 
the end of the 20th century? 

• How far had British society changed by the 
end of the 20th century? 
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Sources 

• Did the artist do his homework before 
drawing his reconstruction of the Battle 
of Hastings? 

• What can Sutton Hoo tell us about the 
Anglo-Saxons?  
 

• How popular was the execution of Charles I 
in 1649? 

• What impact did the Civil War have on 
Leicester? 

• How did enslaved Africans resist their 
treatment on the Middle Passage?  

• Was Emily Davison a martyr for women and 
the vote or was her death a tragic accident? 

• How did Jews resist? 
• Who was responsible for the Holocaust? 

 


