
                       KS3 Curriculum Mapping 

At the end of each year in KS3, the students should be secure in the following below- 

Year 7- Formal Elements Year 8- Japan Year 9- Identity 
Specialism  

 

Drawing 
Painting 

Illustration 

Specialism  
 

Drawing 
Painting, 3D Art 
Graphics Design  

Specialism  
 

Drawing 
Painting, Photography 

Print making 
 

Basic Formal Elements Advanced Formal Elements Sophisticated Formal Elements 
Baseline Test 

 

Pegs 

Baseline Test 
 

Japanese Doll 

Baseline Test 
 

Eye 
 

Formal Elements  
 
 

Line  
Shape 2D  

Form 
Tone  

Texture  
Pattern  
Colour  

Formal Elements 
 
 

Line, Contour   
Shape 2D, Organic/Geometric   

Form, Solids  
Tone, Gradient  

Texture, Mark Marking 
Pattern, Motif  

Colour, Hue 
 

Formal Elements 
 

Line, Contour, Emphasis    
Shape 2D, 

Organic/Geometric/Tessellation  
Form, Solids, Sculptural  
Tone, Gradient, Value  

Texture, Marking Making, Illusion 
Pattern, Motif, Device 
Colour, Hue, Chroma 

 
 

Drawing 
 

Primary/secondary sources 
Basic observational drawing skills  

Ellipses 
Identifying basic shapes 

Grid Method 
 

Drawing 
 

Contour drawing 
Advanced observational drawing  

Perspective drawing 
Motor memory 

Positive and negative space 

Drawing 
 

Facial proportions 
Technical drawing 

Advanced observational drawing 
Grid Method-Scaling  

 

Composition 
 

Focal Point 
Overlapping 

Off- centering 
Rotation 
Cropping  

Back/ Foreground 
 
 

Composition 
 

Emphasis 
Balance 
Contrast  
Rhythm 

Unity 
Pattern 

Back/ Middle/ Foreground 
 

Composition 
 

Framing 
Movement 

Rule of thirds 
Minimalist 
Maximalist 
Viewpoints 

Leading Lines  

Colour Theory 
 

Primary 
Secondary 

Tertiary 
Complimentary/ Contrasting 

Colour wheel 
Colour mixing 

Colour Theory 
 

Tertiary 
Tints and shades 
Monochromatic 

Colour temperature 
Contrasting colours 

Colour blending 

Colour Theory 
 

Colour symbolism 
Analogous 

Colour schemes 
Rhythm and movement 
Mood and atmosphere 

 



 Colour schemes 
 

Media & Materials 
 

Pencil 
Crayons 

Poster paints 
Acrylic 

Watercolours 
Pen and ink 

 

Media & Materials 
 

Watercolour 
Colour pencils 

Pen and Ink 
Anilinkys 

Fine liners and pens 
Brush calligraphy 

3D media (string/ beads) 
 

Media & Materials 
 

Mixed media 
Paper and collage 

Fine liners and pens 
Printing- relief printing 

Inks and rollers 
Photography- cameras 

Digital Art- chrome books 
Hand manipulation- magazines 

 
 

Artists/ Art History/ Theory 
 

How to create an artist page 
Illustration 
Tim Burton 

Quentin Blake 
Wassily Kandinsky 

Pop Art 
Roy Lichtenstein 

Michael Craig- Martin 
Patrick Caulfield 

 

Artists/ Art History/ Theory 
 

Katsushika Hokusai 
Traditional Japanese arts and 

crafts- fan 
Calligraphy- Shodo 

Anime/ Manga:  
Spirited Away/Godzilla/One 
Piece/Princess Mononoke 
Japanese Graphic design:  

Peter Strain/ Nokazi 
 
 

 

Artists/ Art History/ Theory 
 

German Expressionism:  
Erich Heckel 
E.L Kirchner 

Karl Schmidt- Rottluff 
Franz Marc 

Photography: Alma Haser 
Gordon Magnin 

John Clang 
Contemporary:  

Pat Perry 
Jemisha Maadhaavji 

 
Literacy  

 

Reading  
Oracy  

Critical Writing 
 

Describe 
Analyse 

Interpret 
Judgement 
Opinions  

 

Details about artwork (name, 
year, media, source) 

 
Books  

Drawing on the Right Side of the 
Brain" by Betty Edwards 

The Visual Arts: A History" by 
Hugh Honour and John Fleming 
"The Art Book for Children" (by 

Phaidon) 
 

Literacy 
 

Reading 
Oracy 

Critical Writing 
 

Describe 
Analyse 

Interpret 
Judgement 
Opinions  

Understanding 
 

Details about artwork (name, 
year, media, source) 

 
Books  

Japanese Art: The Neolithic to 
the Taisho Period" by Joan 

Stanley-Baker 
The Art of Japanese Joinery" by 

Kenjiro Hosaka 
Japanese Design: Art, Aesthetics, 

and Culture" by Patricia J. 
Graham 

 
 

Literacy 
 

Reading  
Oracy  

Critical Writing 
 

Describe 
Analyse 

Interpret 
Judgement 
Opinions  

Critical thinking  
 

Details about artwork (name, 
year, media, source) 

 
Books  

Portrait Drawing: A Step-by-Step 
Art Instruction Book" by Wendon 

Blake 
 

Expressionism" by Norbert Wolf 



Cultures & Connections 
 

Pop Art 
Impressionism 

SMSC Links  
 

Cultures & Connections 
 

Modern and Traditional Japanese 
artists in Arts & crafts 

Graphic designers- English and 
Japanese 

Connections to individual 
cultures 

SMSC/PSHE Links  
 
 

Cultures & Connections 
 

German Expressionism 
Contemporary Art 

Modern Photography 
Personal Identity 

SMSC/ PSHE/Careers Links 
 

Exam Prep & Final Year Exam 
 

Summative: 3-hour exam 
Formative: Theory Test 

Exam Prep & Final Year Exam 
 

Summative: 4-hour exam 
Formative: Theory Test 

Exam Prep & Final Year Exam 
 

Summative: 5-hour exam 
Formative: Theory Test 

 

Visits & Experiences 
 

New Walk Museum- Leicester 
Art Club 

 

Visits & Experiences 
 

Japanese Garden- Abbey Park 
Japan House- London 

Japan- British Museum 
Art Club 

 

Visits & Experiences 
 

German Expressionism- New 
Walk Museum 

Expressionism- Tate Modern 
DMU Final Year exhibition 

Art Club  
 

Cross Curriculum Links 
 

History  
English  
Maths  

Science 
PSHE 
Music  

 

Cross Curriculum Links 
 

History  
English  
Maths 

Science 
PSHE 
MFL 

 

Cross Curriculum Links 
 

History  
English  
Maths  

Science 
PHSE 

DT 
 

   

 

 


