
RE at Rushey Mead 

 

Aim 

The Religious Education curriculum at Rushey Mead aims to give our students an in depth 
understanding of the complex religious and non-religious traditions that have shaped Great Britain 
and the world. This will involve students learning through 3 disciplines / lenses: theological, 
philosophical, and human/social science.  
This will help our students understand the impact different cultures and religions have on individuals 
and communities, as well as promoting British values and community cohesion by teaching students 
how to live in a tolerant, multi faith society whilst helping them make sense of their own place in the 
world. We want to provide our students with a relevant enriching curriculum which they can critically 
engage with and develop their high order thinking skills. Studying different religions and worldviews 
allows our students to reflect on their own identity and consider the different responses to some of 
life’s most difficult questions. Our intention is to provide students with opportunities to explore 
diversity of thought, develop their own informed opinions and evaluate different points of view 
enabling them to make a positive difference in society. 

In achieving these 3 aims, embedded within and across the KS3 and KS4 curriculum are the following 
key concepts and types of knowledge students will gain.  

Students will learn through 3 Lenses. KS3 Units will be designed around these 3 
lenses 

3 types of Knowledge 

Theology • Thinking through believing, through a theological lens.  
• The study of religious beliefs and what this means to a 

believer. 
• Asking questions believers would ask. 
• Look at concepts through a theological lens.  
• Look at holy books, scholars, academic books, religious 

leaders, followers of beliefs systems.   
• Students explore questions/answers that arise from inside 

religions. 

Substantive knowledge: 
This is acquiring 
knowledge about 
various religious /non-
religious traditions 
 
‘Ways of knowing’ 
(Disciplinary 
Knowledge): This is 
where pupils learn "how 
to know" about 
religion/non-religious 
traditions. 
 
"Personal knowledge". 
where pupils build an 
awareness of their own 
presuppositions and 
values about what they 
study. 

Philosophy • Thinking through thinking, through a philosophical lens.  
• The study of knowledge, how we think and what we value 
• Asking questions that thinkers would ask.  
• Look at concepts through a philosophical lens.  
• Students explore questions/ answers raised through 

considering the nature of knowledge, existence and morality. 
Human and 

Social 
Sciences 

• Thinking through living, through a Human/Social Sciences 
lens. 

• The study of information, facts, surveys, questionnaires, 
research that supports and contradicts arguments.  

• Look at concepts through a human/social sciences lens. 
• Students explore questions/answers raised in relation to the 

impact of religions and worldviews on people and their lives. 



 

Overview of Curriculum 

 
 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10  Year 11 

HT1 What do the Abrahamic 
stories reveal about 

God? (Theology – 
Christianity and Islam) 

Dharmic Faiths: What is 
their purpose in life? 

(Theology- Buddhism and 
Hinduism) 

Getting ready for the 
GCSE 

GCSE: Christian Beliefs GCSE: Christian 
Practices 

HT2 What do the Abrahamic 
stories reveal about 

God? (Theology – 
Christianity and Islam) 

Dharmic Faiths: What is 
their purpose in life? 

(Theology- Buddhism and 
Hinduism) 

GCSE: Peace and 
Conflict 

GCSE: Christian Beliefs 
 

GCSE: Buddhism Beliefs 
 

GCSE Christian 
Practices 

 
 

HT3 Does the idea of God 
make sense?  
(Philosophy- 
Philosophers, 

Christianity, Humanism) 

How do humans make 
moral decisions? 

(Philosophy-Philosophers, 
Christianity, Buddhism) 

GCSE: Peace and 
Conflict 

GCSE: Buddhism Beliefs GCSE Buddhist 
Practices 

HT4 Does the idea of God 
make sense?  
(Philosophy- 
Philosophers, 

Christianity, Humanism) 

How do humans make 
moral decisions? 

(Philosophy-Philosophers, 
Christianity, Buddhism) 

GCSE: Peace and 
Conflict 

 
GCSE: Crime and 

Punishment 

GCSE: Relationships and 
Families 

GCSE Buddhist 
Practices 

 
Revision 

HT5 Why is Christianity the 
way it is today? (Human 

and Social Sciences) 

Do we live in an equal 
society? 

(Human and Social 
Sciences) 

GCSE: Crime and 
Punishment 

GCSE: Relationships and 
Families 

 
GCSE: Religion and Life 

Revision 
 

HT6 Why is Christianity the 
way it is today? (Human 

and Social Sciences) 

Do we live in an equal 
society? (Human and 

Social Sciences) 

GCSE: Crime and 
Punishment 

GCSE: Religion and Life  


