
 

Key vocabulary / 
concepts 

                                                  What knowledge is required: 

              Pulse The pulse is the steady beat that continues throughout the music 
            Tempo The music word for the speed of the pulse in music. Describing how fast or slow it is. 
           Rhythm The musical word for a strong regular patterns of beats. Often repeating.  

 
Cross-Rhythm 

Polyrhythm 
Different rhythms playing at the same time over each other 

Duration The musical word for how long a note lasts. Eg.  One beat long four beats long etc. 
Rest The musical word for silences or gaps of different lengths in the music. 

4/4   Bar   Bar-line FOUR one beats in each bar.  
A bar is one small section of music divided by bar lines   

 
Repeat sign Two dots at the end of a bar tells you to repeat that section 

                                                                            
 

NOTE SYMBOLS 
REST SYMBOLS  

AND 
NOTE LENGTHS 

 
Count in The Count-in is at the start of a song eg. 1,2,3,4 

1. SETS THE TEMPO 
2. TELLS MUSICIANS WHEN TO COME IN TOGETHER 

Percussion The percussion family is the largest in the orchestra. Percussion instruments include any instrument 
that makes a sound when it is hit, shaken, or scraped. 

 
Un-tuned percussion The correct place to put each finger when playing the piano properly 

Tuned percussion FOUR one beats in each bar. A bar is one small section of music divided by bar lines 

Year 7 Unit 1.  Knowledge Map – Building our Music Community 

 



 

 

Key vocabulary 
/ concepts 

                     What knowledge is required: 

      Pitch 
 

The tuning of a note – High or Low        given the letter names A B C D E F and G 

Melody The musical word for a series of single notes that make up the tune  
 

Stave 5 lines with 4 spaces to show note pitches [the note ladder]   
 

         Can be remembered by saying: 
Every Good Boy Deserves Football for the line names  
F A C E in the space for the space names 
 

Treble Clef      

  Used on a stave to show higher pitch (treble) notes will be played.  
                       Also known as a G clef as it curls around the G line 
 

Piano Keyboard Remember how to find the note names on a keyboard by saying  
C IS TO THE LEFT OF THE 2 BLACK KEYS then using your alphabet to count 
 

 
            C                                                       C 
 

Finger position The correct place to put each finger when playing the piano properly. 
 

 
                    

  Bass line These are the lower pitched notes often played with your left hand as an accompaniment to 
the Melody. 
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