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Dear Families 

We are really excited to welcome all of our students back to Rushey Mead for what we know, will be 

a successful year.  Throughout the next term, we will be focusing very closely on Student 

Attendance, ensuring all of our young people are able to access the wonderful learning 

opportunities on offer. 

At the end of the last Academic Year, the Department for Education (DFE) shared with us some 

figures that clearly show the impact good attendance can have on Academic Achievement and 

future prospects.  Below is a summary of what has been shared. 

• In the average secondary school, approaching half of the absence is linked to students 

having the occasional day off 

 

• Students whose attendance at school is 95% and above, are twice as likely to get a Grade 5 

in English and Maths* at the end of Year 11, then those whose attendance is 90%, and four 

times more likely than a student with 85% attendance. 

*A Grade or above in English and Maths is considered a ‘strong pass’ by the Government and is 

essential for students wishing to access ‘A’ Levels, other Level Three qualifications or good quality 

Apprenticeships at post 16. English and Maths Jobs 

• The DFE also found that any additional day of absence is associated with a loss of future 

earnings of £750! 

• The DFE also found that in addition to impacting exam results, increased absence impacts 

long term on employment prospects. 

 

Given the above information, we will work closely with all our families to ensure students 

attendance above the school target of 97%. We recognize that at times, having time off from school 

is unavoidable, however given what we know about the impact missing school has on young 

people’s futures, we would urge you to prioritise this in the next academic year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs V Barwell  

PRINCIPAL           


